
   Chair’s Corner by Jane Ard-Smith,      
PPG Chair 

Events are near Colo Spgs—$1 per member per outing requested to help Pikes Peak Group defray costs 

Wilderness First Aid (WFA) and         
Wilderness First Responder (WFR)     

Recertification Course Offered May 3-4, 
8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.  

   Pikes Peak Sierra Club Group and Bear 
Creek Nature Center are cosponsoring this 

2-day, 16-hour course for persons interested 
obtaining a Wilderness First Aid  (WFA)  

certificate or recertifying for Wilderness First 
Responder WFR).  This fast-paced, hands-
on course is taught by Wilderness Medicine 

Institute (WMI), a part of the National    
Outdoor Leadership School (NOLS) and 

covers a wide range of wilderness medicine       
situations and skills.  WMI’s curriculum is 
unique and includes advanced topics other 

programs leave out, such as dislocation    
reduction, focused spinal assessment, and 

epinephrine administration.  Participants will 
gain knowledge and skills to help make 
sound decisions in emergency situations.  
Ideal for trip leaders, camp staff, outdoor 
enthusiasts, and individuals who travel to 

remote locations.  $150, limit 30 participants.  
For details or to sign up, contact Jim     

Lockhart at 719-385-0045 or 
jlock@datawest.net. 

“Who hears the rippling of rivers, will not utterly 
despair of anything.” ~Henry David Thoreau 

Corral Bluffs Motorcycle Proposal Moves “Ahead” to Public Meetings 
Meetings to Be Held April 1, 15, and 29 

Jim Lockhart, Conservation Chair 
  

More than four months after El Paso County Commissioners approved the purchase of land for a motorcycles-only play area at 
Corral Bluffs, County Parks officials have finally announced an abbreviated series of meetings to allow the general public to 
speak on the issue.    

 

Three public meetings are currently scheduled for 7 p.m. on April 1, April 15, and April 29 at the County Office Building, 27 E. 
Vermijo (third floor).   Current plans call for these to be 1-1/2 hour meetings, at which County officials would give a  
presentation and allow discussion of ecological, archeological, and sound abatement issues.  Major issues, such as whether Corral 
Bluffs would be more suitable to other public uses such as open space, the impact of a motorcycle facility on neighboring land 
values — even basic questions regarding the financial and practical viability of the proposal — are not on the agenda.  Even as 
the April meetings are ongoing, the County intends to proceed concurrently with design work, and to make initial motorcycle 
trail layout decisions in early May.   

 

We urge Sierra Club members to come to these public meetings.  We urge you to speak out in favor of preserving Corral Bluffs 
as open space for the general public, rather than turning it into an exclusive, county-owned facility for motorcycles only.   
However, we also urge you to press public officials for a fairer and more open decision-making process, which allows dissent to 
the county proposal, rather than trying suppress it completely.  Our message should be clear: 

Save C orral B luffs -- Stop the Dirt B ike F acility 
Say Y es to Open Space -- Say N o to B ad Government 

For further information about these and other meetings and events, and to learn how you can help, please contact  Jim Lockhart 
at jlock@datawest.net; or check the Pikes Peak Group website at www.rmc.sierraclub.org/ppg. Our website also contains a 
more detailed description of the Corral Bluffs controversy.  For further information, visit the Corral Bluffs Association website 
at www.savecorralbluffs.com and the Trails and Open Space Coalition at www.trailsandopenspaces.org/. 

As I write this Chair’s corner, the sun is slowly melt ing the snow and ice that 
accumulated in our yard over this past winter. Only a few vestiges remain in 
the protected shadow of the house - soon it will be t ime to get outdoors and till 
the herb garden. A few overlooked weeds have even begun to sprout. Spring 
is almost here!  

    

The arrival of spring always makes me rethink my commitment to environ-
mental protection and conservation. As I watch dormant plants revive them-
selves, it seems the ideal time to reflect on what I can do to lessen my impact 
on our fragile earth. Th is year, my attention is turned to energy conservation – 
how can I further reduce my family’s energy consumption? What’s the next 
step? 
 

I’m hoping to learn about those next steps at the third annual Pikes Peak Earth 
Day on April 26th at Palmer High School (see the announcement on page 1). 
The theme couldn’t be more appropriate – “Take the Next Step.”  I hope 
you’ll join me at the event and learn what others in our community are already 
doing to take the next step in protecting our planet. 
 

For more on Earth Day, p lease visit  http://www.pikespeakearthday.org. 

 

 
Sunday, April 20 NOTE REVISED DATE Day hike 8:00 am--5:30 pm                    McIntyre Hills Proposed Wilderness 
Third in a series of outings to the Wild Ten areas in the Colorado Wilderness Act of 2007. Visit all of the local areas in the  
legislation during winter and spring 2008. Narrow, almost invisible slot canyons twist away from Hwy 50 through rock parapets 
which form the south slope of the Arkansas River canyon west of Royal Gorge. Join Pikes Peak Sierra Club, CCWC, and Wild 
Connections in exploring one of these unnamed canyons on a moderate off-trail hike of up to five miles and less than700 feet in 
elevation gain. Some rock scrambling involved. Well behaved, leashed dogs allowed. Come learn about the Wild Ten and their 
potential for future wilderness designation. Contact John Stansfield, 303-660-5849 or  jorcstan@ juno.com by 4 pm 4/ 11. 
 
Saturday, May 17   9 a.m. — 3 p.m.                                                                                                        Leader Training Hike 
This is a training opportunity for Sierra Club members who would like to become Sierra Club or Sierra Singles Leaders.  To  
become a local Outing Leader, you must attend one of these training hikes, and fulfill other Sierra Club leader requirements.  We 
will discuss matters such as how to plan and organize a hike, how to register and screen participants, how to lead the hike,       
together with other topics such as how to deal with emergencies and liability insurance issues. This hike is rated easy, with a total 
distance of about 3 miles and 250 feet of elevation gain.  Bring lunch, water, hiking boots, raingear, and something to take notes 
with.  Participants must pre-register for this hike with Jim L ockhart at 385-0045 or jlock@ datawest.net. 
  
Sunday, May 18 Day hike 8:00 am--5:30 pm                                                                     Grape Creek Proposed Wilderness 
Fourth in a series of outings to the Wild Ten areas in the Colorado Wilderness Act of 2007. Visit all of the local areas in the     
legislation during winter and spring 2008. Rising through an inviting valley between Grape Creek and Curley Peak is the little-
visited West Bear Trail. Join sponsors Pikes Peak Sierra Club, CCWC, and Wild Connections for a strenuous seven mile hike with 
elevation gain of 1,500 feet. Learn about the conflicts between motorized recreation and Grape Creek’s wilderness future. Con-
tact John Stansfield, 303-660-5849 or e-mail jorcstan@ juno.com by 4 PM , M ay 17. 
 
Saturday, May 31, 8 a.m. -- 5 p.m.                                                                                  Pikes Peak Ring the Peak Trail hike 
Join sponsors Pikes Peak Sierra Club, CCWC, and Wild Connections for a moderate 6-mile hike with elevation gain of 600 feet on 
the Ring the Peak Trail at the edge of the proposed Pikes Peak West Wilderness, one of the Wild Ten areas in Colorado.  Learn 
about the Ring the Peak Trail, which will eventually circle Pikes Peak, and some of the conflicts and compromises involved in 
routing a long-distance trail across public and private land.  Contact Jim L ockhart at 385-0045 or jlock@ datawest.net. 
  
Saturday, June 14 8:00 am--5:30 pm                 Basic Map-Reading Skills Dayhike to Farnum Peak Proposed Wilderness  
First in a summer-long series of outings offering basic wilderness skills instruction in the Wild Ten areas. 
After learning basics of reading and navigating with topographic maps, we will make our way to the high point of the Farnum 
Peak proposed wilderness. The area’s forested eminence offers sweeping views across the seer grassland of South Park and north 
into the Tarryall Mountains. Sponsored by the Sierra Club, CCWC, and Wild Connections, this moderately strenuous, mostly   
off-trail hike covers seven miles and 1,000 feet in elevation gain. Learn about the wilderness potential of Farnum Peak and other 
Wild Ten areas. F or more info/ to register, contact John Stansfield, 303-660-5849,  jorcstan@ juno.com by 4 PM , June 13. 
  
Saturday, June 28, 2008                                                                                                                       Devil's Playground Hike                                                                                                                       
Starting at the Craggs Trailhead, we’ll hike up the north side of Pikes Peak to the top of Devil's Playground, with beautiful views 
down the rocky dropoff to Glenn Cove, up the serpentine road to Pikes Peak, and out over the expanse between Ute and 
Wilkerson Passes.   Enjoy the nature and views as you discuss and learn about conservation and environment. This is a strenuous 
hike of about 6 miles roundtrip and with 2000 ft. in elevation gain. Bring layered clothing, hat, water, trail lunch, hiking shoes, rain 
gear, and other preferred gear.  Contact John Palan at 719-559-2335, or email  platojp@ msn.com for sign up and details.   
 
Saturday, June 28, Sunday June 29, all day.                                                                      Marmot Peak Beginner Backpack 
This is the second in a series of summer-long outings offering basic wilderness skills instruction in the Wild Ten Areas. Join  
sponsors Pikes Peak Sierra Club, CCWC, and Wild Connections for a moderate 8-mile, 2-day backpack with elevation gain of 700 
feet into the Marmot Peak proposed addition to the Buffalo Peaks Wilderness, one of the Wild Ten areas in Colorado. The hike 
will include basic backpacking skills such as site selection and minimum impact camping. Participants must have or rent basic 
backpacking gear. If interest warrants, a pre-trip meeting may be arranged to discuss gear and logistics. F or more information or 
to sign up, contact Jim L ockhart at 719-385-0045 or jlock@ datawest.net. 

The Bureau of Reclamation has released a draft environmental impact 
statement and scheduled two meetings in Colorado Springs for public 
comment on the Southern Delivery System proposal to bring water to 
Colorado Springs from Pueblo Reservoir.  If you want to learn more 

about this matter, important to the future of Colorado Springs, come to 
Fountain-Fort Carson High School, 900 Jimmy Camp Rd, Fountain, CO 
80817, on April 8, 2008, 6-9 p.m.; or Leon Young Service Center, 1521 

Hancock Expressway, Colorado Springs, CO 80903, on April 9, 6-9 p.m. 


